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Our Mission

Immaculate Heart Academy is a college preparatory high
school in the Archdiocese of Newark which has as its
purpose the complete education of young women. By
both cultivating the traditional Christian values of the
Roman Catholic Church and by upholding exceptional
academic standards, IHA o ers a unique educational
experience for the young women in our community.
Immaculate Heart Academy strives to develop every aspect
of the individual by educating the mind, nurturing the
spirit, and promoting a healthy lifestyle. By instilling in its

students a sense of responsibility, con dence, justice, peace,

and compassion, Immaculate Heart Academy prepares its
students for life throughout the twenty- rst century.
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Honors Convocation

n October 9, 2025, IHA
O recognized and celebrated

the academic achievements
of students during the 2024-25

academic yeatr.

Miss Kerry Carroll '04, principal,
welcomed the student body to the
ceremony and led the IHA community
in an opening prayer. Olivia Valente '26,
the president of the National Honor
Society, then shared her thoughts on the
incredible academic accomplishments
of the students being recognized at the
Honors Convocation and noted the
impressiveness of these achievements,
given that students are also managing
numerous activities and commitments
outside of the classroom.

During the 2024-25 school year, 50
students earned Distinguished Honors
for the year by earning averages of 95%
or better each quarter, and 225 students
were recognized with Honors by
earning averages of 90% or better each
guarter. ese students were commended
for their hard work and perseverance

at the ceremony and then presented
with a certi cate.

Special awards were also presented to
members of the junior and senior classes
from various colleges and universities,

in addition to several in-house IHA
awards. Congratulations to the following
award recipients:

College Recognition Awards
The University of Rochester
Frederick Douglass and Susan B.
Anthony Award - Isabella Duca '26

The University of Rochester Bausch
& Lomb Honorary Science Award -
Riley Cannon '26

The University of Rochester Xerox
Award - Gabrielle Rivera '26

The University of Rochester George
Eastman Young Leaders Award-
Elliott Daniels '26

The Student Sage Award- Erin

Sullivan '26, Bernadette Grace Colonna
'26, Giara Gonzalez '26, Kathleen Hahn
'26, Katherine Barry '26, and Gabriella
DellaVolpe '26

The Brown University Book Award -
Madison Les 26

The University of Virginia Jefferson
Book Award - Tara Caputo '26

The St. Bonaventure University

Bonnie Scholarship - Roisin McLaughlin '26,
Mackenzie Handy '26, Etain Moore 26,
Catalina Maglicic '26, Mary Quinn '26,
Anne Moore '26, and Danica Libanan '26

The St. Michael College Book Award-
Zoe DePhillips '26 and
Meghan Long '26

The Tulane University Book Award -
Abigail Bennett '26

The Bowdoin Book Award -
Diya Moorjanil '26

The St. Anselm Book Award -
Alexandra Sosa '26

The Sacred Heart Book Award -
Kailyn Rejent '26

The Hollins Book Award for
Creative Writing -
Victoria Zalewski '26

The Hollins Book Award for Science -
Elyse Batmaz '26
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The High Point University Book
Award - Katarina Van Tassel '27

The Rensselaer Medal Award -
Isabella Ragone '26

The Promising Young

Scientist Award
Elizabeth Cetina '27

The Hart Family Award
Madison Les '26

In recognition of the extraordinary

rigors of our curriculum, IHA believed

it was also essential to honor our junior
students with in-house awards for
academic distinction. ese awards
recognize students who have excelled in
the following subject matters through

a combination of academic excellence,
superior skill, and genuine interest

in the subject area.

In-house Awards for Academic

Distinction

Social Studies: Julia Valente '27
English: Madeline Schlereth '27
Science: Juliet Fisher '27

Technology: Marley Digby '27
Business: Keira Collins '27
Communications: Meredith Solimando '27
Fine Arts: Anne Maciejewski '27
Performing Arts: Kaylie O’Connell '27
Physical Education: Livia Bevec '27
Spanish: Arianna George '27

French: Sophia Freire Lafuente '27
Italian: Michelle LaFace '27

Latin: Clare McCarthy '27
Mathematics: Kristina Ahn '27
[Cealdgy: Brooke Bocchino '27




students — Miguel for 38 years and Rosa
for 18 years. Zoe DePhillips '26, Student
Council president, also spoke at the
service and thanked Mr. and Mrs. Bravo
on behalf of the entire student body.

Miguel and Rosa were also honored

at a special retirement dinner on
February 5, 2026, as their family and
former and current sta members
celebrated the couple. Miguel and Rosa’s
son, Brian, spoke about his family's fond
memories of IHA, including their time

as children working with their parents at
the school.

At the dinner, Mr. Jason Schlereth
expressed how much Miguel and Rosa
put their heart into everything they did at
IHA, “Whether you have been here for a
year or thirty years, there wasn't a day th
went by that you could not thank them
for something they did to make your day
go smoothly. No school year went by
that you did not notice their love for this
school. ey simply touched each and
every person in our community in some
way. And they always, always did it

with a smile.”

From their daily maintenance of the
school and extra care during nighttime
and weekend events to Miguel's beloved
visits as Santa Claus, the Bravos' love
for IHA was evident in every task they
performed. Congratulations, Miguel
and Rosa, on your retirement, and may
God bless you always! We are excited
for you to begin this next chapter of
your lives, but know that you will be
missed tremendously by the entire

IHA community.
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Arts Schola Trip

Twenty students from the St. Hildegard Arts Schola toured the Dia Art Museum in
Beacon, NY, on October 10, 2025. Students were given a tour of the museum, wt
had an opportunity to immerse themselves in a variety of contemporary art, incluc
the work of Renee Green, Michael Heizer, and Andy Warhol, as well as experienti
by Louise Bourgeois and installation art by Richard Serra. Students became part
work, either by physically entering it or moving around it to change their perspecti
challenge their ideas and sense of art. ank you to Ms. Patrizia Tersigni P'14, acac
coordinator of the St. Hildegard Arts Schola, and Mrs. Ana Sullivan P’29, art teact
chaperone, for taking students on this inspiring eld trip.
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Business Schola Trip Jubilee Mass
e St. Zelie Martin Business Schola took a eld trip to the Amazon On September 12, 2025, several students represented the
Distribution Center in Edison, NJ, on November 5, 2025. Students IHA community at a Jubilee Mass for Catholic Schools
received a behind-the-scenes look at how innovation, robotics, and at the Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred Heart. IHA was
automation work together to ensure customers receive their orders invited to participate at this beautiful celebration of

quickly and e ciently. From watching robots zip across the warehouse Catholic education, and our very own Praise Choir was
oor to learning about Amazon's logistics and supply chain strategies, asked to sing during the Mass with Saint Joseph Regional

IHA students gained real-world insights into how technology is High School.

transforming business operations. ank you to Mrs. Christine Capizzi
'89 P25, academic coordinator of the St. Zelie Martin Business Schola,
and Mrs. Amy Baskin, assistant principal of academics, for taking our
future business leaders on this exciting trip.
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